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which is absolutism. Croce is no whit less arrogant and dogmatic
than Scaliger.

A relativist must recognize the existence of genres in litera-
ture, as he must also recognize their looseness. They exist in
the same way as races and nations exist. There is no universally
admitted criterion of race, there is no agreement as to race
classification, and the best races are highly complex, undefinable
hybrids. Yet when we see a Scandinavian, a Negro, a Chinaman,
side by side, we know for certain that the physical differences
between them are not purely individual. We are aware that
nations are recent and highly artificial products 5 that race,
language, traditions, economic interests, political rule, natural
boundaries, hardly ever coincide. But we cannot dispose of the
torturing national problem simply by denying its existence.
"However much men may be deceived by these false abstrac-
tions," to quote J. E. Spingarn again, their delusion remains a
formidable fact. Like a nation, a genre is partly natural and
partly artificial. It is hard to tell, in each case, to what extent
its existence is due to essential psychological factors, to obscure
or explicit traditions, or to a convention hardened into a doc-
trine.

Genres are at any rate a convenience. How can we establish
contact between soul and soul? We must find some meeting
point: a common language, common memories, common experi-
ences, a few essential categories of thought. Without these, we
should be imprisoned in our uniqueness, blind and deaf to the
world of other men. The more extensive our common ground,
the more resemblances we are able to take for granted, the
freer we shall be to reveal what is specifically our own in our
personality-

But in art personality must remain paramount. We shall con-
demn the genus if they hamper self-expression, we shall ap-
prove of them if they help the individual to be more freely
himself. From this point of view, we may distinguish three
aspects to the question. The game may be thought of as a
chine* Select your genre; press down a number of